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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

Figures 1 , 2 and 3 should be designated by a legend such as —Prior Art— because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header 
(as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1,3-11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being b by Tada et al. U.S. 
Patent No. 6,370,093. 

As per claim 1, Tada et al. discloses a focus control apparatus (Fig. 27) for controlling 
objective means (60) to focus a radiation beam onto a first spatial level of a record carrier (1), 
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said apparatus comprising: (a) a focus control loop having a detection means (FE, 45) for 
detecting a signal obtained from a reflection of said radiation beam at said record carrier (1), and 
an actuator means (47) for adjusting the position of said objective means (60) in response to said 
detected signal; and focus control means (55) for controlling said actuator means to move said 
objective means (60) towards said record carrier (1), 

locking the focus to a reflection signal stemming from a second spatial level of said 
record carrier (1), opening said focus control loop, and controlling said actuator means to move 
said objective means (by a predetermined amount related to a distance between said first and 
second spatial levels (see Figs. 30, 31, 32). 

As per claim 3, Tada et al. discloses wherein said first spatial level corresponds to a data 
layer (5; 9) of said record carrier and said second spatial level corresponds to an other data layer 
(5; 9) of said record carrier (Fig. 1). 

As per claim 4, Tada et al. discloses wherein multiple spatial levels exist in which any of 
said spatial levels can be selected as said first spatial level and any other spatial level can be 
selected as said second spatial level (Multiple layers, hence multiple spatial levels exist that can 
be selected). 

As per claim 5, Tada et al. discloses wherein said first spatial level corresponds to a first 
negative-slope zero crossing of a focus error signal detected by said detection means and said 
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second spatial level corresponds to second negative slope zero crossing of said focus error signal 
(see Figs. 31, 32; zero cross point shown). 

As per claim 6, Tada et al. discloses wherein said move of said objective means by said 
predetermined amount is achieved by a jump operation initiated by said focus control means (see 
Figs. 30,31,32). 

As per claim 7, Tada et al. discloses wherein said jump operation is initiated by said 
focus control means by applying a predetermined jump pulse to said actuator means (see Figs. 
30,31,32). 

As per claim 8, Tada et al. discloses wherein said predetermined amount corresponds to 
an effective optical thickness between said first and second spatial levels (see col. 21, table 2; 
col. 22 lines 1-11). 

As per claim 9, Tada et al. discloses wherein said focus control means is configured to 
close said focus control loop again after said move of said objective means by said 
predetermined amount (see Figs. 31, 32; at zero crossing point). 

As per claim 10, Tada et al. discloses wherein said focus control means is configured to 
control said actuator means to reduce the relative velocity between said objective means and said 
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record carrier to zero, when said locking to said second spatial level has been detected (see col. 
22 lines 30-33). 

As per claim 1 1 , is drawn to the disc player comprising a focus control apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1 and is rejected for the same reason of anticipation. 

As per claim 13, is drawn to the method performed in the control apparatus outlined 
above and is rejected for the same reason of anticipation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tada et al. U.S. 
Patent No. 6,370,093 in view of Applicant's Admitted prior art. 

Tada et al. teaches that the record carrier is a optical record carrier. 

Although Tada et al. does not expressly disclose magneto-optical such record carrier is 
the well known record carrier, as Applicant's own admission. 

.It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art to use magneto-optical 
record carriers as well, for the same the benefits that such record carriers have. 
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Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tada et al. U.S. 
Patent No. 6,370,093 in view of Ishibashi et al.WO02067250 (see equivalent document US 
Patent Application Publication 2004/0076090. 

Tada et al. teaches where the second spatial level correspond to a data layer, and/or the 
first spatial layer is also correspond to a data layer, but does not expressly disclose whether the 
first spatial level is a surface of said record carrier. 

However, focusing control from a surface as a first spatial level to correspond of a 
surface of a record carrier is well known as evidenced by Ishibashi et al. (see Figures 1 and 2). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art to use the surface 
as well, in order to effectively focus control to a first data layer stably, as suggested. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JORGE L. ORTIZ CRIADO whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7624. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri 10:00 am- 6:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jorge L Ortiz-Criado/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



